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November Calendar of Events

Thoughts from Fr. John
At least in the Episcopal Church, monthly
newsletter articles often come with some seasonal
predictability; in March the clergy want to talk about
Lent, the August or September article addresses
the new program year, and December is the time to
talk about the difference between the liturgical
season of Advent and the secular season of
Christmas. November is no exception, with All
Saints or Thanksgiving typically providing the topic.
However, you can catch my thoughts on the former
by joining our Zoom Morning Prayer on Sunday,
November 1 (or watching the homily on our

YouTube channel afterward), and at the moment I simply don’t have much to say about
the latter: in 2020, it has been very difficult for me to be grateful about anything.

        This has been an unusually challenging year for all of us, not only because of the
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practical changes imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic but because of the stress induced
not only by the disease and those changes but by the election cycle and the political,
racial, and economic tensions in this nation. All of this anxiety has had an adverse effect
on my prayer life as it becomes harder to ask for help, offer thanks, and listen to God over
the near-constant background noise of my internal screams of frustration, fear, and anger.

        Because of this, I was particularly drawn to one section of Bishop Scott’s address at
our Diocesan Annual Council on October 17 (available on our Facebook page and the
Diocesan YouTube channel). After pointing out three strengths of the Church revealed by
the pandemic, he highlighted a trio of weaknesses made apparent by the pandemic, one
of which hit me particularly hard:
We’ve uncovered a real deficit in our Christian formation around our ability to pray well
at home and in private. As life-giving as weekly Sunday worship can be, we need –
and our God asks for - a lot more than an hour or two of our lives every Sunday
morning. As central and fundamental to Christian practice as is weekly “worship in the
beauty of holiness,” so too is praying alone or with family, at home and over the course
of every day, in whatever way allows you to respond to God’s presence, love, and
hope for your life. The shadow side of our hunger for Sunday worship is the deficit that
it exposes: a lot of us are not sure about how to pray when we’re not sitting in church. 
Not only did that convict me insofar as I’ve struggled to pray at the same time I’ve been
unable to celebrate the Eucharist with congregants in church, but it made me wonder how
I’ve failed to teach folks to pray and how I might do better in the future.

        So rather than spending a few hundred words talking about the nature of saints or
why we should give thanks, with this November newsletter article I invite you to consider
your personal prayer life. I ask you to take stock of how you currently pray outside of
church services, whether or not your relationship with God is growing and changing in that
prayer, and whether that pattern of prayer has been strained in the absence of worship in
the church building. If your present prayer habits do not include daily time set aside for
prayer, I ask you to consider saying the Lord’s Prayer every morning when you rise, or
praying Compline (page 127 in the Book of Common Prayer) every night before bed, or
taking five minutes of silence at the same time every day. I also ask you to consider
asking for help if you want guidance about praying at home or aren’t sure how you might
deepen your relationship with God in prayer. In addition to my own willingness to offer
Zoom or in-person classes and one-on-one conversations (I can be reached at
johndavidadams85@gmail.com or 571-232-1294), the Benedictine Way, our Diocesan
monastery, is an excellent resource for education and opportunities to pray.

        If, like me, you find that your prayer life and thus your relationship with God has
suffered during this time of Covid-19, please know that you are not alone and that it is no
bad thing to seek help from others. And for those moments when nothing else is working, I
leave you with a stanza from a text by Frank von Christierson (Hymn 698) that comes to
me on my hardest days:
Eternal Spirit of the living Christ,
I know not how to ask or what to say;
I only know my need, as deep as life,
and only you can teach me how to pray.

Worship Services in
November

Morning Prayer on Sundays at 10

a.m. over Zoom

Evening Prayer on Wednesdays at 6

p.m. in the sanctuary.
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Please wear a mask, enter through the breezeway doors, retain social distance at all

times and refrain from lingering before or after the service.

November Schedule of Volunteers

Second Isaiah Bible Study:
Two Opportunities

Join one of two Bible study groups held on Tuesdays:
10:00 am in the Parish Hall - please wear masks and enter through the glass doors
off the parking lot.
6:00 pm over Zoom - look for the Meeting ID and Passcode in each week's
Thursday e-mail or call the office

Youth News

Thank You to the youth and adults
who have participated in our two new
outreach programs that started on
October 11th. Due to not being able
to meet as a group because of
COVID-19 restrictions and keeping
the health of all our youth in mind,
Faith 5 will be our “Sunday School”
time as of right now. I do invite all
ages to the zoom call. Info below:

Faith 5: This is designed for ALL
AGES and will happen over Zoom.
This is a program that will focus on:

Highs for the week
Lows for the week
A Bible verse and how that
verse relates to them

order to have your youth be a part of
this Zoom call, please email Courtney
or the church office the email address
you would like the Zoom info to go to
so you are able to get on the call.

Faith Lens: This is designed for our
middle/high school youth who want to
challenge connecting world events
with the Bible and their faith. This
group will meet the second Sunday of
the month. Our next meeting will be
November 8th at 11:30 am. Location
to be emailed out. Due to COVID and
needing spaces big enough to hold
our group, I am still looking for a big
enough space. If you have any
suggestions, please email me and let
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Pray for one another
Bless one another

This Zoom call will happen on Sunday
evenings from 7-7:45 pm. In

me know.

Blessings
Courtney!

Stewardship Season
As we enter November, if you have not done so already I invite
you to prayerfully consider your budget for 2021 and how you
might financially support St. Stephen's next year. Hopefully,
you have already received a Pledge Card in the mail; if you
have not and would like one, please contact Lynne
(lynne@ststephengi.org or 308-382-4961).

If possible, please return your pledge cards by November 18
so that the Finance Committee can prepare our budget with
the most complete information possible.

During our services over Zoom on the 15th and in the church on the 18th, we will offer
special prayers of thanksgiving for our Commitment to St. Stephen's.

Make a Call,

Send a Card,

Say a Prayer

November VIPs

Please remember these
friends when you pray

Those in need of healing or for
other concerns: Robin, Marilyn,
Mark, Sandra, Ken, Jason, Cindy,
Steve, Angelica, Rebekah, Jerry,
Cody, Trista and Reece
 
Those serving in the military: Lucas
and Tim

Homebound: Virginia, Marla, Mickey,
Vera, Audrey, and Connie

If you would like to add a name (or
remove a name from) the prayer

list or submit birthdays and
anniversaries,

please call the church office at
308-382-4961 or e-mail Lynne.

Happy Birthday to
Tom Baxter - Nov. 1
Raynette Martin - Nov. 2
Alice Mahood - Nov. 7
Susan Regier - Nov. 7
Jim McElroy - Nov. 9
Bud Rasmussen - Nov. 15
Hunter Cook - Nov. 27
Sarah Hansen - Nov. 30
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Prayers run in the weekly bulletin
as well as monthly in The Guide.

Prayer Chain requests can be
e-mailed to Donna at
dowesm@yahoo.com

Anniversary
Congratulations to

Fred & Kaila Roeser - Nov. 2
Bob & Billie Condy - Nov. 19

How Can YOU Connect with St. Stephen's?
Worship Services in November

Morning Prayer on Sundays at 10 a.m. over Zoom,
Evening Prayer, in person, Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Christian Education (September - May)
Bible Studies, Tuesdays, in person at 10 a.m. and by Zoom at 6 p.m.

Faith 5 Zoom call for all ages, Sundays at 7 p.m.
Faith Lens for Middle/High Schoolers, Second Sunday of Month at 11:30 a.m.

Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

St. Stephen's Leadership and Staff

Priest-in-Charge
Fr. John Adams

johndavidadams85@gmail.com

Rector’s (Senior) Warden (2019)
Paul Fischer

Buildings & Grounds
paul.c.fischer@gmail.com

People’s (Junior) Warden (2022)
Tracy Babcock

Buildings & Grounds
TracyBabcock@me.com

2021 Vestry
Mike Smith
Finances

grumpy72smith@outlook.com

2022 Vestry
Kaeleigh Post

Liturgy & Parish Life Committee
kaeleigh.post@icloud.com

Office Manager
Lynne Nuss

lynne@ststephengi.org

Youth Director
Courtney Berg

courtney.levanders@hotmail.com
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