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Please silence all electronic devices and maintain an atmosphere of quiet prayer before the service starts. 
If you are hearing impaired, and would like a remote amplifying unit, please ask an usher. 

 
Processional Hymn Celebration 244 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
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Celebrant  Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The Celebrant says 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Gloria Celebration 5 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you.  
People         And also with you.  
Celebrant    Let us pray.   
 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this 
mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in 
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Lessons  The people sit.  
 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. (2:1-5) 
 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

In days to come 
the mountain of the LORD’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it. 
Many peoples shall come and say, 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.’ 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations, 
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 

 
O house of Jacob, 

come, let us walk 
in the light of the LORD! 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 122 
1 I was glad when they said to me, * 

"Let us go to the house of the LORD." 
2 Now our feet are standing * 

within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 

that is at unity with itself; 
4 To which the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the LORD, * 
the assembly of Israel, 
to praise the Name of the LORD. 

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
"May they prosper who love you. 

7 Peace be within your walls * 
and quietness within your towers. 

8 For my brethren and companions' sake, * 
I pray for your prosperity. 

9 Because of the house of the LORD our God, * 
I will seek to do you good." 

 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans (13:11-14) 
 
 

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, 
not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn Celebration 245, v. 1 & 2                                O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

 	 
 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 

         The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.  (24:36-44) 
People          Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they 
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were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until 
the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will 
be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known 
in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 
After the Gospel, the Reader says 
                  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People         Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
The Sermon Pr. Jim 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God,      
the Father, the Almighty,      
maker of heaven and earth,      
of all that is, seen and unseen.   
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,      
the only Son of God,      
eternally begotten of the Father,      
God from God, Light from Light,      
true God from true God,      
begotten, not made,      
of one Being with the Father.      
Through him all things were made.      
For us and for our salvation          
he came down from heaven:      
by the power of the Holy Spirit          
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,          
and was made man.      
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;          
he suffered death and was buried.          
On the third day he rose again              
in accordance with the Scriptures;          
he ascended into heaven              
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,          
and his kingdom will have no end.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,       
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.      
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.      
He has spoken through the Prophets.      
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.      
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.      
We look for the resurrection of the dead,          
and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
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The Prayers of the People  (Form 4) 
 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and 
reveal your glory in the world. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and 
serve the common good. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to 
your honor and glory. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as 
he loves us. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring 
them the joy of your salvation. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with 
all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift:  Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall choose 
a rector for this parish that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people, and equip us for our ministries; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Confession of Sin 
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 
 
 All stand. The Celebrant says to the people                   
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People        And also with you.   
 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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Offertory Hymn Celebration 243                                                                  Emmanuel 
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Doxology Celebration 814                                                                            Doxology 
 

 
 
 
 

	The Holy Communion 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer A  
 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 

  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of  
heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that 
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold 
his appearing. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever  
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become  
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human  
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole  
world. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to 
hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks  
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the  
remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink  
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,  
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new  
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor  
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
As our Savior Christ 
has taught us, 
we now pray, 

People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  
    hallowed be your Name,  
    your kingdom come,  
    your will be done,  
        on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
    as we forgive those  
        who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
    and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
    and the glory are yours,  
    now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.  Then may be sung or said   
 
Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation  
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 
Holy Communion is offered to all baptized Christians.  A gluten free host is available. 
 
If you are not baptized or do not desire communion, please feel free to come to the altar rail for a blessing.  Cross your arms over your chest 
to signal that you want a blessing. 
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Communion Hymn Celebration 462                          Come, Share the Lord 
 

 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says  Let us pray.   
 
Celebrant and People   
Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage  
to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.    
 

The Blessing 
 
Announcements 
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Recessional Hymn Celebration 280                                                 One Small Child 
 

 
 
 

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words      
  Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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 Advent Services Begin 
During Advent, we join with Messiah on 
Wednesday nights for a meal beginning 
at 6 p.m. followed by Holden Evening 
Prayer at 6:30 p.m.  This is a Lutheran 
service of prayer and sung psalmody, 
mush like our Evensong.  Plan to attend 
and invite a friend to attend with you. 
 

Just for Fun 
Try your hand at a Gingerbread House 
Decorating Contest this Saturday, 
December 7th at 1 p.m.  All supplies will 
be provided, and prizes will be awarded. 
 

Bishop’s Visit 
On Thursday, Dec. 12, at 5:30 p.m., all 
are invited to join Bishop Barker and 
Canon Easton at St. Stephen's for an 
evening of prayer and reflection as we 
work toward calling our next priest. This 
time together will be a positive 
opportunity to share stories and reflect 
on our experiences at St. Stephen’s. We 
will gather in small groups for a guided 
conversation, the content of which will 
be gathered by the Vestry to help build 
our Parish Profile. The Parish Profile is 
the document that ‘introduces’ St. 
Stephen’s to prospective candidates to 
serve as our next priest and is a key 
element of our ongoing transition 
process. A meal will be provided. 

 

Finance Summary 
11/24   Income:  $5,325.65 
           Expenses:  $5,695.31 

 

On Our Prayer List  
Those celebrating birthdays:  Sharon 
Ellston, Nolan Goodman, Steven Baxter, 
Karen Mayer, Dennis Bjorkman, 
Jonathan Moeller, Aksel Hansen and 
Dave Jepson 
 

Those celebrating anniversaries:  Greg 
& Melissa Burke, Rich & Roxie Webb 

 

 
Those in need of healing or other concerns:  Robin, Libi, Jason, Deb, 
Lonnie, Marcus, Makayla, Mike, Ben, Doreen, Joe, Gary, Gary, John, 
Cody, Todd, Cindy, Rene, Eric, Erin, Steve, and Norman 
 

Those serving in the military:  Lucas and Tim 
 

Homebound:  Virginia, Bob & Marla, Mickey, Vera, Audrey, and Connie 
 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  St. Peter’s in the Valley, Lexington, The Rev. 
Kay Kundson; Transfiguration Church, Jesus the Pilgrim Church, and 
Redemption Church in the Dominican Republic 
 

Anglican Cycle of Prayer:  Pray for mission agencies and their work 
throughout the Anglican Communion 
 

This Week’s Events 
Today – Sunday, December 1 
 10:00 am  Celebration Service (Sanctuary) & Coffee Hour (Parish  
   Hall) 
 11:30 am  Sandwich Sunday (Parish Hall) 
 1:00 pm  Arabic Worship (Sanctuary) 
 
Tomorrow – Monday, December 2 
 4:00 pm  Girl Scouts Meeting (Parish Hall) 
 6:45 pm  AA Study Group (Parish Hall)   
 8:15 pm  Young Procrastinators AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
 
Wednesday, December 4 
 6:00 pm  Advent Meal (Messiah) 
 6:30 pm  Holden Evening Prayer (Messiah) 
 6:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 8:15 pm  Young Procrastinators AA Meeting (Parish Hall)  
 
Friday, December 6 
 8:15 pm  Young Procrastinators AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
 
Saturday, December 7 
 12:00 pm  Sudanese Bible Study (Parish Hall) 
 1:00 pm  Gingerbread House Contest (Parish Hall) 
 4:30 pm  Saturday Supper (Messiah, 122 W. 7th Street) 
 
Sunday, December 8 
 10:00 am Holy Eucharist (Sanctuary) & Coffee Hour (Parish Hall) 
 11:30 am  Sandwich Sunday (Parish Hall) 
 1:00 pm  Arabic Worship (Sanctuary) 
 3:00 pm  Girl Scours (Parish Hall) 
 



	


