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Thoughts from Fr. John
Happy New Year! The turning of the calendar is a rare
moment of societal optimism, as we together hope that the
ills plaguing our common life will improve and we
individually resolve to do better with the things we can
control. As you think about your New Year’s Resolutions, I
invite you to prayerfully consider whether you might
commit to spiritual growth in 2021: the furthering of your

own journey in faith and/or the growth of the faith community of St. Stephen’s. I invite you
to particularly consider resolutions in three possible areas.

           1) Participate. Right now, we are continuing as we have been with Sunday
Morning Prayer over Zoom and modified Eucharist in the church on Wednesday evenings.
By the time we welcome the next New Year, we hope to be celebrating Sunday morning
Eucharists (with music) that are very similar to those you remember from before March.
Between now and then, there may be any number of interim steps as Bishop Scott
modifies and eases his restrictions around Sunday worship and as we adjust best
practices for gathering with some who have been vaccinated and some who have yet to
receive the vaccine.
           Heretofore, I have been somewhat disappointed with St. Stephen’s collective
participation in worship. I know that Wednesday evenings are not the time you would
prefer to come to church, and I know that Zoom is not the most satisfactory way to
assemble on Sundays, but those are the options available to us right now. If you are not
already attending one or both, I strongly encourage you to resolve to participate in one or
the other now, rather than waiting for a Sunday in the church that checks off everything on
your worship wish list. If you are uncomfortable with technology generally or Zoom
specifically, please don’t hesitate to reach out for help: anyone with a telephone (even an
old-school rotary phone!) can listen to our worship and speak in our conversation, and any
device that’s connected to the internet (computer, tablet, or smartphone) can see and hear
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our service (as well as talking and being seen, if you choose to and if the device has a
microphone and/or camera). The community of St. Stephen’s misses you, and the best
way to make sure that the community a year from now is what you fondly remember from
a year ago is to remain involved in that community now.

           2) Lead. At the moment, we are looking for folks who will stand for election to the
Vestry. For those who are already active in the church, Vestry is not a large time
commitment: the monthly meeting runs no more than an hour-and-a-half, and the job
consists of advising me on matters of worship and organizational leadership, calling
attention to institutional or personal issues that may have gone unnoticed, and
occasionally spearheading projects or ministries outside of my expertise.
           As the year progresses, however, we hope to restart ministries that have lain
dormant through the pandemic, both internal ministries, like Altar Guild and Music, and
outreach. While some things will pick up more or less where they left off, others may be
thoroughly reimagined. I invite you to take some time in 2021 to pray about what those
ministries, particularly St. Stephen’s outreach to the community of Grand Island, should
look like, and to consider volunteering to organize and lead when the time comes.

           3) Learn. Education is a lifelong part of every Christian’s journey, which feels like a
radical statement in a society that too often dismisses learned expertise in favor of
falsehoods that confirm one’s own opinions. I believe adult Christian education is
especially important today as many American churches drift increasingly into celebrations
of wealth, guns, white supremacy, and general disregard for the least of these among
one’s neighbors, all of which are entirely contrary to the Good News recorded in Scripture.
           In 2021, I ask you to resolve to further your Christian education. If you haven’t done
so before, read through the whole Bible this year
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ECz2igS0LO-kh7xKymbz2eM8AM963969/view?
usp=sharing has one schedule for doing so). If there are particular subjects that interest
you, seek out a book to read (I may be able to point you toward or even lend you
something). If you like studying together, for the time being we have two studies on
Tuesdays: at 10:00 am in the Parish Hall, we are starting the year with a series on Church
History, surveying how we got from a small group of disciples on Pentecost to hundreds of
denominations today, and at 6:00 pm over Zoom, we are reading through St. Paul’s Letter
to the Galatians, in which he most forcefully asserts that salvation is achieved by God’s
grace and not perfect observance of the Law.

           As you consider your New Year’s Resolutions, I urge you to resolve to participate
more fully with St. Stephen’s, to offer your leadership for the ministries of this church,
and/or to further your education as a follower of Jesus. A New Year is an opportunity for
growth, and I hope that we as a church will experience much spiritual growth together.

In-person Worship Update
As of this writing, we remain under
restrictions from the Bishop that do not permit
Sunday morning indoor services while the
seven-day moving average of new Covid-19
cases per hundred thousand people is above
20. Given the uneven but significant declines
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in that number from our mid-November peak
of almost 150, as well as the likelihood of increases in the weeks after Christmas and New
Years, we are planning to continue with Sunday morning Zoom services and Wednesday
night services in the church (weather permitting) through January and see where we are
as we approach February.

Individual and Group Studies

The Bible Challenge
As we start the New Year, one possible Resolution is to
read through the Bible over the course of 2021, which
might be an especially good idea if you've never read the
entirety of Scripture or have not done so in several years.
If that sounds like a good idea, one way to go about it is to
read three chapters of the Old Testament, one of the New,
and one Psalm six days a week; a schedule with dates for
2021 is available
at https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ECz2igS0LO-
kh7xKymbz2eM8AM963969/view?usp=sharing

Church History and Denominations Study
On Tuesday, January 5 , Fr. John will start a new class, surveying Church History with an
eye toward what the various denominations of churches in America are and how they got
there. We will meet in the Parish Hall at 10:00 am (please wear a mask and enter
through the glass doors off the parking lot).

Bible Study
On Tuesday, January 5 , Fr. John will begin a new Bible Study, reading through St. Paul's
Letter to the Galatians. We will gather at 6:00 pm over Zoom
(https://zoom.us/j/93165525500?pwd=ZFR5VFhlN2ZsdSt6bHh4TUVSaGxXdz09 -
Meeting ID: 931 6552 5500 Passcode: 858685).

Happy New Year!!!

I don’t know about you but I have
been looking forward to shouting that

the church office and we will make
sure you get all zoom information.

Faith Lens: This middle/high school
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out for the last 6 months!

Thank you to the youth and adults
who have participated in our Faith
Five zoom calls. Due to not being
able to meet as a group because of
Covid-19 restrictions and keeping the
health of all our congregation in mind,
Faith 5 will be our “Sunday School”
time as of right now. I do invite all
ages to the zoom call. Info below.

I look forward to the time when we
can all meet in person together!

Faith 5: This is designed for ALL
AGES and will happen over Zoom.
This is a program that will focus on:

Highs for the week
Lows for the week
A Bible verse and how that
verse relates to them
Pray for one another
Bless one another

This Zoom call with happen on
Sunday evenings from 7 - 7:30 p.m. If
you need the info on how to join our
call, please email Courtney or

forum has been suspended due to
high Covid-19
exposure risk. We will resume this
youth forum as soon as we can.
Please join via zoom on Sunday
nights.

Loads of Love is back and needs
your help to be successful!! On
February 13th we will be handing out
laundry detergent, toilet paper and
other hygiene products. We are
asking for donations of laundry
detergent from both congregations to
help make this event successful. In
past years we have helped over 250
households during this event. This
event will be held in conjunction
with Saturday Suppers!

Mission Trip: I am excited to
announce that this summer we will
be heading to Colorado for our
mission trip! Dates and details are
in the works, so stay tuned for
more info!

Blessings,
Courtney!

Stewardship Update
As of December 31, St. Stephen’s has received
25 pledges totaling $78,840 which is excellent
for this point in the year. Knowing how difficult
it is to make monetary commitments right now,
we thank you all, with special thanks to those
who pledged for 2021 after not pledging for
2020, and to those who increased their
pledges over last year. If you have not yet
submitted your pledge, we will receive them whenever you are prayerfully ready to do so.
We hope to receive at least another $3,000 in pledges (to match pledging for 2020), and
everything we receive from pledges lessens our depletion of the endowment, which in turn
increases the long-term financial stability of our congregation.

Vestry Members Wanted
At our election in January, St. Stephen's is hoping to
add two members to the Vestry, and we encourage you
to prayerfully consider whether you might be called to
this ministry. We are looking for folks who (when
circumstances allow) regularly attend worship and are
otherwise active in the church community who would
be willing to help keep an eye on the parish finances,
guide Fr. John in his decisions around worship and
administration, and conduct other business for the
furthering of God's work at St. Stephen's. Note that,
outside of one's extant commitments to the church, the
only further participation required of a Vestry member
is a low-pressure 45-90 minute monthly meeting (which

we expect to continue conducting over Zoom at least through Spring of 2021). If you think



you might be called to this ministry, please contact Fr. John (571-232-1294
or johndavidadams85@gmail.com) or Paul Fischer (217-331-4149
or paul.c.fischer@gmail.com). 

Make a Call, Send a Card, Say a Prayer

Please remember these
friends when you pray

Those in need of healing or for
other concerns: Robin, Marilyn,
Jason, Cindy, Steve, Rebekah, Jerry,
Cody, Reece, Jade, Keith Elaine, and
Brendan
 
Those serving in the military: Tim

Homebound: Virginia, Marla, Mickey
and Vera

If you would like to add a name (or
remove a name from) the prayer

list or submit birthdays and
anniversaries,

please call the church office at
308-382-4961 or e-mail Lynne.

Prayers run in the weekly bulletin
as well as monthly in The Guide.

Prayer Chain requests can be
e-mailed to Donna at
dowesm@yahoo.com

Best Wishes on your
Birthday to: 

Marilyn Albers - Jan. 3
Sue Cameron - Jan. 4
Donna Weaver Smith - Jan. 7
Justice Hatfield - Jan. 9
Rod Clement - Jan. 12
Emily Rauch - Jan. 17
Virginia Diers - Jan. 20
Carsten Bosselman - Jan. 21
Lori Welte - Jan. 29

Parish Meeting
Mark your calendars! On January 24, following the 10:00 am Zoom Morning Prayer,
we will hold a Parish Meeting in order to elect Vestry members and receive the 2021
budget, 2020 financial report, and other reports. Please plan on joining us so that as many
congregants as possible can be involved. The service and meeting will be
at https://zoom.us/j/98333688023?
pwd=MFdkbkZCMTNLWld3MVg4SWtySEJFQT09 (Meeting ID: 983 3368 8023 Passcode:
707867).

Annual Reports Due
Ministry Leaders and Committee
Chairs, please email your yearly
summary of activities TODAY for
inclusion in this year's Annual Report.

When there is inclement weather during
the week, the church office and church
activities will follow the lead of Grand Island
Public Schools. If there is inclement
weather on weekends or school holidays
when in-person worship or activities are
scheduled, Fr. John will communicate a
cancellation using One Call or direct
contact with regular participants. If we do
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not cancel, please use your own judgment
and do not come to church if you don't
believe you can drive or walk safely.

How Can YOU Connect with St. Stephen's?
Worship Services in January

Morning Prayer on Sundays at 10 a.m. over Zoom
Holy Eucharist, in person, Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Christian Education (September - May)
Group Studies, Tuesdays, in person at 10 a.m. and by Zoom at 6 p.m.

Faith 5 Zoom call for all ages, Sundays at 7 p.m.

Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

St. Stephen's Leadership and Staff

Priest-in-Charge
Fr. John Adams

johndavidadams85@gmail.com

Rector’s (Senior) Warden (2019)
Paul Fischer

Buildings & Grounds
paul.c.fischer@gmail.com

People’s (Junior) Warden (2022)
Tracy Babcock

Buildings & Grounds
TracyBabcock@me.com

2021 Vestry
Mike Smith
Finances

grumpy72smith@outlook.com

2022 Vestry
Kaeleigh Post

Liturgy & Parish Life Committee
kaeleigh.post@icloud.com

Office Manager
Lynne Nuss

lynne@ststephengi.org

Youth Director
Courtney Berg

courtney.levanders@hotmail.com
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