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Thinking about the Reformation

        Since the beginning of the year, in fits and starts
dictated by weather and vacation, the Tuesday Morning
Study Group has taken a brief look at the history of the
Church from Pentecost to the cusp of the Reformation
(which began in 1517). If four months seems like a long
amount of time to survey less than 1500 years of Church
History, well, it is. Thanks to my youth as a history buff and

my continuing interest therein, when I lead a class like this there’s a real risk that I will
spend an entire hour-long session talking about how the Church shaped and changed
daily life between 500 and 1500, or burn fifteen minutes quickly describing the
Renaissance as context for the Reformation.
        At our next meeting (May 4 at 10am in the Parish Hall), we will at long last begin
discussing Martin Luther and the Reformation of the 1520s and 30s, in which the unity of
Christendom in western Europe was irrevocably shattered (and out of which the Church of
England, from which the Episcopal Church is directly descended, was born). Although
schism over theological, liturgical, geographic, and linguistic differences was not a new
development in the Church (and was happening even in the First Century), the
Reformation established a pattern in European (and thus American) Christianity whereby,
when a disagreement arose within a particular church (whether a single congregation or a
large denomination), splitting the church was not only a viable option but was often
considered preferable to staying in communion with fellow Christians with whom there was
significant difference.
        That pattern is arguably the most important factor shaping Christianity in America.
Given how many people came from 1607 to the present in hope of starting a new and
better life for themselves in this land, it’s unsurprising that many also founded new
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churches or quickly chose not to stay in churches that did not meet their expectations. By
the Twentieth Century, even the tiniest towns offered at least a couple different choices for
Sunday worship, and joining a church became more about personal preferences than
coming together as a local community, to the point where in recent decades an
increasingly popular option has been membership in no church.
        While much ink has been spilled tracing why this is the case and who is to blame for
the problems with American Christianity (don’t get me started on John Calvin), for me the
more interesting question is what we can learn from the Reformation as we seek to re-
form the Church now. After Martin Luther identified corruptions in the Church of the early
1500s and proposed some remedies, Church leaders cast him out rather than engaging in
good-faith dialogue with this seriously devoted member or otherwise undergoing careful
self-examination, and it was only due to an unusual political situation that Luther remained
free to disseminate his ideas and form a new church rather than being imprisoned and
executed.
        If we accept that the Church (St. Stephen’s, the Diocese of Nebraska, the Episcopal
Church, and Christianity in America generally) isn’t everything it could or should be, then it
should provoke questions about how we might re-form: Are there corruptions that might be
purified if we would listen to those who point them out? Are there people who want good-
faith dialogue with us that we have been casting out, and have we been excluded by
Christians with no interest in considering their own flaws? What differences exist between
the Church God wants and the Church as it is presently, and how might we bridge those?
        To study the past, in the church as in life, is to learn context of the present that allows
us to make better decisions in the future, and if you too are thinking and praying about
how the Church might re-form in the future, I encourage you to join our conversations on
Tuesday mornings.

Sunday Worship
Guidelines

Please read and observe the following

guidelines:

●     Enter and exit the building through the

glass doors by the parking lot or the door

facing Cedar (up the stairs), both of which

will be locked at 10:10

●     Inside the building, maintain a physical

distance of at least six feet from other family units (a family unit being one or more people

who live together and/or drove to church together)

●     Even when singing, wear masks covering your nose and mouth while inside the

building, even if you have already been vaccinated against Covid-19

●     In the sanctuary, sit in alternating pews (occupying only those pews where the red

cushions have not been removed) and remain in your pew until the conclusion of the

service

●     Do not plan to use the bathroom while at the church

●     There will be no coffee hour

●     A plate will be available in the back of the church, into which parishioners may drop



checks or cash as they enter or leave the sanctuary

●     Please stay home if you are sick or were recently in close contact with someone who

tested positive for Covid-19

Baptism May 23
As we continue our slow march toward
pre-Covid normal on Sunday mornings, we
will celebrate our first baptism in more than
a year at the 10:00 service on May 23,
which is the Feast of Pentecost (at which
all are encouraged to wear red). If you are
interested in baptism, please get in touch
with Fr. John (and if you are interested in
joining the celebration on Pentecost by
being baptized then, please contact Fr.
John ASAP).

Sunday
Assistance

Wanted

As we move toward more normal Sunday
morning services, we're looking for more
folks to schedule as Ushers (greeting folks
as they enter the church, distributing
bulletins, and locking the exterior doors
after the service starts), Readers (reading
from the Bible and leading Prayers of the
People), Acolytes (lighting/snuffing candles
and processing with the cross), Counters
(counting and locking up donations after
the service) and Camera/CD Operators
(starting/stopping music CDs and sermon
recording). Please let Lynne or Fr. John
know if you are willing and able to assist on
Sunday mornings in any of those ways. 

Tuesday Evening Zoom Bible Study
In May, the Tuesday Evening Zoom Bible Study is reading and discussing The Life of
Moses by Gregory of Nyssa. If you are interested in joining, please get in touch with Fr.
John.

Wednesday Eucharists
In May, on Wednesday evenings at 6:00, we will gather
for Eucharist in the church; this is a good opportunity to
come to church for those who have conflicts or
difficulties on Sunday mornings, those who would prefer
to enter the building when there are fewer people
present, and those who want to receive communion and
go home in under forty minutes.

Youth News



Congratulations to all of our
graduating Seniors!! Your senior year
has been one for the books and will
be talked about for years to come. As
you all enter the next stages of what
God has planned remember this…
“I will instruct you and teach you in
the way you should go; I will counsel
you with my eye upon you.”
Psalm 32:8

I am EXCITED to announce the youth
are headed to Colorado! This trip is
for all current 8th graders - current

seniors. Dates are July 9th-13th . Due
to Covid-19 the youth have not been
able to fundraise for any trips that we
would normally be able to fund
ourselves. I am asking anyone who
may want to donate to our youth
mission account to please contact the
church office or myself.

There will be a meeting for the youth
and parents to sign up for Colorado
on May 11th at 6pm at Messiah.

Blessings,
Courtney!

At the parents meeting folks will need to sign up and provide the $150 cost for the trip.
If you are interested but the money is an obstacle, please talk to Fr. John, and for more

information or questions, please contact Courtney Berg
(courtney.levanders@hotmail.com).

Congratulations and Best Wishes
to our Graduating Seniors -

Ryan Jepson and Tanner Cook

Bless their lives from this day on with goodness and
success.

Enable them
- to stay true to their dreams for your greater glory,
- to discern what is right, good and just, and
- to use their gifts wisely and in service to others.

Empower them to walk into the future with faith, hope, and great love guided by your light
so that they may use their talents to, in the words of St. Ignatius Loyola, "Go forth and set
the world on fire."

Grace be to them, grace be to us all.

- A Commencement Benediction by Dr. Debra Mooney, Offered 2016

The Episcopal Church
Encourages You

to Get Vaccinated
Presiding Bishop Curry, Nebraska's Bishop

Barker, and Fr. John all stand with the Episcopal

Church as a whole in encouraging every eligible American to get vaccinated against

Covid-19 as soon as possible. Jesus calls us to love our neighbors, and one way to love

our neighbors is to get vaccinated so that we are not afraid they will infect us and we do

not need to worry about infecting them when we serve them in-person. At the local level, a

fully vaccinated congregation will not need to maintain social distancing and wear masks
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indefinitely, and will eventually be able to reintroduce coffee hour and the common cup. 

Make a Call, Send a Card, Say a Prayer

On Our Prayer Lists

Those in need of healing or for
other concerns: Robin, Marilyn,
Cindy, Steve, Rebekah, Jerry, Cody,
Reece, Jade, Keith, Elaine, Brendan,
Lori, Anabel, Sue, Carrie and Arland
 
Those serving in the military: Tim

Homebound: Virginia, Marla, Mickey
and Vera

If you would like to add a name (or
remove a name from) the prayer

list or submit birthdays and
anniversaries,

please call the church office at
308-382-4961 or e-mail Lynne.

Prayers run in the weekly bulletin
as well as monthly in The Guide.

Prayer Chain requests can be
e-mailed to Donna at
dowesm@yahoo.com

Celebrating in May

Happy Birthday to
Kaila Roeser - May 5
Jennifer Cook - May 7
Barbara Beck - May 9
Mick Fowler - May 16
Laurie Amsberry - May 18
Collin Jepson - May 24
Jeffry Vinson - May 24
Leslie Lewis - May 30
Ree Ann Regier - May 31

Anniversary Congratulations to
Mike & Donna Weaver Smith - May 1
Dave & Christy Jepson - May 19

Contact Info
Fr. John can be reached at
johndavidadams85@gmail.com or
571-232-1294. Please email, call, or
text him if you are sick, having
surgery, or are otherwise in need of
prayer or conversation.

How Can YOU Connect with St. Stephen's?
Worship Services

Holy Eucharist on Sundays at 10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist on Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Christian Education
Study of Church History and Denominations on Tuesdays at 10 a.m.

Book Study over Zoom on Tuesdays at 6 p.m.
Youth Activities as Announced

Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

St. Stephen's Leadership and Staff

Priest-in-Charge
Fr. John Adams

johndavidadams85@gmail.com

Senior Warden (2023)
Tracy Babcock

TracyBabcock@me.com

Junior Warden (2024)

Mike Smith, Vestry (2022)
grumpy72smith@outlook.com

Sue Cameron, Vestry (2024)
skcameron44@gmail.com

Church Treasurer
Terry Babcock

terry.babcock@mccain.com
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Don Young
dryoung@hamilton.net

Clerk (2023)
Kaeleigh Post

kaeleigh.post@icloud.com

Parish Administrator
Lynne Nuss

lynne@ststephengi.org

Youth Director
Courtney Berg

courtney.levanders@hotmail.com
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