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Please silence all electronic devices and maintain an atmosphere of quiet prayer before the service starts. 
If you are hearing impaired, and would like a remote amplifying unit, please ask an usher. 

 
Processional Hymn 401 v. 1-3 The God of Abraham praise 
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Celebrant  Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The Celebrant says 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Kyrie S96 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you.  
People         And also with you.  
Celebrant    Let us pray.   
 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, and bring them again 
with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your 
Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Lessons  The people sit.  
A Reading from the Book of Genesis. (12:1-4a) 
 

The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will 
show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.” 

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 121 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
from where is my help to come? 

2 My help comes from the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

5 The LORD himself watches over you; * 
the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night. 

7 The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe. 

8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore. 

 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans  (4:1-5, 13-17) 
 
 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by 
works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, 
and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as 
something due. But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as 
righteousness. 
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For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but 
through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise 
is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father 
of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn 147 v. 1-2                                                           Now let us all with one accord 
 

 

 
 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 

         The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.  (3:1-17) 
People          Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we 
know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born 
from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time 
into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do 
not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear 
the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
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Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet 
you do not understand these things? 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our 
testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And 
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may 
have eternal life. 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him.” 

 After the Gospel, the Reader says 
                  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People         Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
The Sermon Deacon Dave Stoddard 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God,      
the Father, the Almighty,      
maker of heaven and earth,      
of all that is, seen and unseen.   
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,      
the only Son of God,      
eternally begotten of the Father,      
God from God, Light from Light,      
true God from true God,      
begotten, not made,      
of one Being with the Father.      
Through him all things were made.      
For us and for our salvation          
he came down from heaven:      
by the power of the Holy Spirit          
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,          
and was made man.      
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;          
he suffered death and was buried.          
On the third day he rose again              
in accordance with the Scriptures;          
he ascended into heaven              
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,          
and his kingdom will have no end.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,       
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.      
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.      
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He has spoken through the Prophets.      
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.      
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.      
We look for the resurrection of the dead,          
and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

 
The Prayers of the People  (Form 3) 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; We pray for those on our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  St. Mary’s, Nebraska 
City; The Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, The Most Rev. Michael Curry; The House of Bishops; St. Peter’s 
Church, The Annunciation Church, St. Mary Church and Full of Grace Church in the Dominican Republic 
and for those on the Anglican Cycle of Prayer:  the Province de L’Eglise Anglicane Du Congo, The Most Revd Zacharie 
Masimango Katanda – Archbishop of the Congo & Bishop of Kindu 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; especially Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, the Presiding Bishop 
and Scott, our Bishop. 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; especially Donald, our President, Pete, our 
Governor, Roger, our Mayor, our legislators and judges and all in authority, that we may know peace and be governed 
rightly. 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; We pray for the sick and those in need, those on our parish 
prayer list, and any you may now mention: for Robin, Libi, Jason, Deb, Lonnie, Marcus, Makayla, Mike, Ben, Doreen, Joe, 
Gary, Gary, John, Cody, Todd, Cindy, Rene, Erin, Steve, Norman, Reece, Shirley and Mark 
 
For those who are confined to their homes: Virginia, Marla, Mickey, Vera, Audrey, and Connie 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
We ask you to hold our military in the palm of your hand, keeping them free from danger as they protect our country, 
strengthen and protect them day-by-day, especially Lucas and Tim. 
 
We pray for those celebrating birthdays: Sean Cook, Mbilia Asabit, Hanna Ghaifan, David Swift and Youna Kouri 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
Silence 
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The People may add their own petitions. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift:  Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall choose 
a rector for this parish that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people, and equip us for our ministries; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Confession of Sin 
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 
 
 All stand. The Celebrant says to the people                   
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People        And also with you.   
 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
Birthday and Anniversary Prayers 
 
Offertory Sentence 
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Offertory Anthem             “Have Mercy, O Lord”                       
 
 

Doxology 43, v. 4                                                                        All praise to thee, my God 
 

 

 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  
    hallowed be your Name,  
    your kingdom come,  
    your will be done,  
        on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
    as we forgive those  
        who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
    and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
    and the glory are yours,  
    now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
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Recessional Hymn 473                                                                      Lift high the cross 
 

 
 
 

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words      
 

  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Lenten Mid-Week Activities 
We are invited to join Messiah 
Lutheran’s Lenten meals and services on 
Wednesday evenings the next four weeks.  
A free-will donation meal will be served 
at 5:30 followed by a service at 6:30.  
This year’s theme is “To Seek and To 
Save”.  Everyone is welcome! 
 

Habitat for Humanity 
Work Day 

St. Stephen’s and Messiah are teaming 
up to provide labor for a house under 
construction in the new development on 
Saturday morning, April 4th from 7:45 – 
noon.  No experience needed!  If you are 
16 years or older, volunteer to Courtney 
Berg.  We need at least four volunteers. 

 

Finance Summary 
 

3/1   Income:  $2,696.82 
           Expenses:  $677.42 
3/1   Fed at Sandwich Sunday:  22 

 

On Our Prayer List  
 

Those celebrating birthdays:  Sean 
Cook, Mbilia Asabit, Hanna Ghaifan, 
David Swift and Youna Kouri 
 

Those in need of healing or other 
concerns:  Robin, Libi, Jason, Deb, 
Lonnie, Marcus, Makayla, Mike, Ben, 
Doreen, Joe, Gary, Gary, John, Cody, 
Todd, Cindy, Rene, Erin, Steve, 
Norman, Reece, Shirley and Mark 
 

Those serving in the military:  Lucas 
and Tim 
 

Homebound:  Virginia, Marla, Mickey, 
Vera, Audrey, and Connie 
 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  St. Mary’s, 
Nebraska City; The Presiding Bishop of 
the Episcopal Church, The Most Rev. 
Michael Curry; The House of Bishops; 
St. Peter’s Church, The Annunciation 
Church, St. Mary Church and Full of  

 
Grace Church in the Dominican Republic 
 

Anglican Cycle of Prayer:  Pray for the Province de L’Eglise Anglicane Du 
Congo, The Most Revd Zacharie Masimango Katanda – Archbishop of the 
Congo & Bishop of Kindu 
 

This Week’s Events 
Today – Sunday, March 8 
 10:00 am Holy Eucharist (Sanctuary) and Coffee Hour (Parish Hall) 
 11:30 am  Sandwich Sunday (Parish Hall) 
 1:00 pm  Arabic Worship (Sanctuary) 
 3:00 pm  Girl Scouts Meeting (Parish Hall) 
 6:30 pm  Youth Forum (4162 N. Faidley) 
 

Tomorrow – Monday, March 9 
 6:30 pm  Vestry Meeting (Undercroft) 
 6:45 pm  AA Study Group (Parish Hall)   
 8:15 pm  Young Procrastinators AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
 

Wednesday, March 11 
 5:30 pm  Lenten Meal (Messiah) 
 6:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 6:30 pm  Lenten Service (Messiah) 
 8:15 pm  Young Procrastinators AA Meeting (Parish Hall)  
 

Friday, March 13 
 8:15 pm  Young Procrastinators AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
 

Saturday, March 14 
 12:00 pm  Sudanese Bible Study (Parish Hall) 
 

Sunday, March 15 
 10:00 am Holy Eucharist (Sanctuary) & Coffee Hour  (PH) 
 11:30 am  Sandwich Sunday (Parish Hall) 
 1:00 pm  Arabic Worship (Sanctuary) 
 3:00 pm  Girl Scouts Meeting (Parish Hall) 
 



	


